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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good Afternoon, as was mentioned, my name is Jack Simes. 

I’m the acting Area Manager for the Bureau of Reclamation’s Southern California Area Office. 

It is a pleasure to be here with all of you.  
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WaterSMART Funding Opportunities
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Competed Reclamation-wide (amount dependent on budget)

Presenter
Presentation Notes

This graphic shows the 6 WaterSMART programs, that I’ll introduce more on in my next slide. 

Before I do that, the SMART term is an acronym that stands for Sustain and Manage America’s Resources for Tomorrow. 

I’m going to talk briefly about these 6 Bureau of Reclamation’s WaterSMART Grants:

Basin Studies: Evaluate a basin’s water supply and demand and help ensure reliable water supplies by identifying strategies to address imbalances in water supply and demand.

Title XVI:  Implements water recycling and reuse program 

Water and Energy Efficiency Grants:  Implements projects that conserve and or use water more efficiently; increase the production of hydropower; mitigate conflict risk in areas at a high risk of future water conflict; and accomplish other benefits that contribute to water supply reliability.

Water Conservation Field Services Program: Supports water conservation planning, development of system optimization reviews, designing water management improvements, and demonstration projects
�Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects:  Implements projects that include installation of flow measurement or automation in a specific part of a water delivery system, lining of a section of a canal to address seepage, or other similar projects that are limited in scope.

Drought Response Grants:  Supports the development of or the update of a comprehensive drought plan, and implements projects that will build long-term resiliency to drought.

Cooperative Watershed Management Program: Phase 1 supports the establishment of a Watershed Group; and Phase 2 supports on-the-ground projects collaboratively developed by the watershed group.  
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Reclamation Financial Assistance -
General Grant Information 
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50% Project’s cost and no more than $5 million

Awards made through a competitive process 

Grant program are posted on www.grants.gov

States, tribes, irrigation and water districts, and other entities with water or 
power delivery authority 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I recommend, if you haven’t already, to Bookmark the Grants.gov website; and check it monthly for our funding opportunities starting in the Oct/Nov time frame of each fiscal year.

I also suggest you read each of our Funding Opportunity Announcements (or FOAs), and there objectives.

BTW – If you didn’t know it, you can register early with Grants.gov.

If your agency is selected for a grant award, please register with the U.S. Treasury’s Automated Standard Application for Payments (ASAP) system, which is the online payment software.

If your agency is not selected for an award, then I recommend that you request a debrief from our Policy Office so you can better prepare for the next year or for the next FOA.

BTW - The 50% cost share requirement regards non-Federal funding, so if you receive State funding for a project that can count as your portion of the cost share.
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http://www.grants.gov/
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are so many similarities between the programs here is a one-page snapshot to help interested applicants figure out the best program for their project.  

At-a-glance, this graphic shows how Reclamation brings the WaterSMART funding opportunities together with some examples.

In my next slide I’ll address our Title XVI program. 
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Title XVI Program
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Title XVI of P.L. 102-575, as amended, provides authority for 
Reclamation’s water recycling and reuse program

• Authorized Projects: Congressionally authorized Title XVI Water 
Reclamation and Reuse projects

• Feasibility Studies: Studies to assist communities to determine whether 
water recycling and reuse projects are viable

• Research Studies: New funding opportunity to conduct water 
reclamation research under the Title XVI program

• Water Infrastructure Improvement for the Nation (WIIN) Act Funding 
for projects.  

For more information, please contact: 
Meghan Thiemann, at mtheimann@usbr.gov or 702-298-8438

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Through the Title XVI program, Reclamation identifies and investigates opportunities to reclaim and reuse wastewaters and impaired ground and surface water in the 17 Western States and Hawaii. 

Title XVI includes funding for the planning, design, and construction of water recycling and reuse projects in partnership with local government entities. 
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So how do I get a grant?
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Checkout: www.grants.gov

Give yourself time to write the proposal! 

Checkout Successful Applications:
https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/applications/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For all of the Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART Funding Opportunity Announcements, remember to checkout Grants.gov.
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How do I get a grant?
Tips:• Apply for as many grants as you feel your agency qualifies for

• If you have a large project, consider breaking it into phases.

• Don’t assume that the Grantor knows you. 

• Focus on the Grant Evaluation Criteria.  Copy them into your 
proposal and address each of them in your proposal.

• 50% of the non-federal funding cost-share can include state 
funding, or other sources other than federal.

• If you don’t get a grant award, ask for a de-brief to help you 
prepare for next year or the next FOA. 

Most importantly, Ask for help!  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide has some Tips to help you get a grant.

Most importantly, ask for help! 

Next Slide 



References:
www.usbr.gov/watersmart

• Funding Opportunity Announcements
• Previously Funded Projects
• Frequently Asked Questions
• Selected Applications
• Program Criteria 

www.grants.gov
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

Noted here are some website references to help you with more information on our funding opportunities, previously funded project, and frequently asked questions. 

Remember to focus on the grant evaluation criteria.  

I will be available after this program to talk more about any of these WaterSMART programs or address any questions you may have in regard to the Bureau of Reclamation. 

Thank you! 
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Jack Simes
jsimes@usbr.gov

For further program information please visit 
www.usbr.gov/watersmart

mailto:jsimes@usbr.gov
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